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“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district 
shall have been previously ascertained by law, 
and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
Assistance of Counsel for his defense.”  

6th Amendment, United States Constitution
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South Carolina Public Defenders By Circuit

Circuit
Public 

Defenders Contract
1 14 1
2 15 0
3 12 0
4 7 0
5 38 0
6 9 0
7 19 0
8 26 12
9 39 0

10 17 6
11 21 0
12 12 0
13 20 0
14 24 0
15 18 2
16 20 0

Circuit PD 16 0
Total 327 21

Assumption Hours/Cases

Total Hours Available 1864

Average Hours Per Case 40

Average Caseload 46.6

https://sccid.sc.gov/about-us/county-public-defenders



How to Estimate Current Staffing Needs

• Ascertain current average caseload size per Circuit Court

• Determine number of filings per year by primary charge

• Apply national standards on hours needed per case to estimate total hours needed

• Determine hours available per year per attorney for handling cases (takes into account 
vacation, holidays, sick days, training, and other administrative tasks.  This is one by 
position reflecting supervision positions)

Step 1. Total hours needed – total hours available = deficient or surplus hours. 

Step 2. Deficient hours ÷ annual case-related duty hours per attorney FTE = additional FTE 
needed 



Potential Benefits of Reduced Caseloads

• Reduces pretrial jail populations and costs
• Increased pretrial releases
• Lower bail amounts
• Reduced time to case disposition
• Reduced use of continuances (number and length)

• Reduces correctional populations and costs
• Reduce prison commitments
• Reduced prison and probation sentence lengths
• Reduced parole populations

• Could reduce racial inequities in correctional populations

• Ultimately number of Public Defenders required is reduced


